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PASTOR’S PAGE: WELCOME!
by Andrew D. Weeks
IN HIS BOOK,WELCOME! ANDY WEEKS TELLS how he was
greeted and welcomed one Sunday at a new church he attended:

CYCLE A
JANUARY LECTIONARY
For the Lord’s Day
1/6 Epiphany of the Lord Sunday

Isa. 60:1-6; Ps. 72:1-7, 10-14;
Eph. 3:1-12; Matt. 2:1-12

In 1980 I visited a church for purely social reasons. The
elderly man who greeted me made it abundantly clear that
I had made his day by visiting the church he loved. He told
me that my presence there had made it more special for him,
and he invited me to return, assuring me that he would be
there for me if I did. As the week passed I remembered his
smile, I began to realize that I wanted to return, just to see
the look on his face! So I did, and it was worth it.

Isa. 42:1-9; Ps. 29;
Acts 10:34-43; Matt. 3:13-17

EIGHT PEOPLE FROM TAPPAHANNOCK PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH attended a workshop in Charlottesville led by Andy Weeks on
November 9th and 10th. The group prepared a report recommending to the
Steering Committee that a Comprehensive Plan for TPC be made
regarding our welcoming ministry. The Steering Committee adopted the
recommendation and the plan is to be completed by Easter, March 23rd.
Notes from the November workshop and ideas in Andy’s book,
Welcome!, will form the corpus of the Comprehensive Plan.

1/20 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN will include principles about
Evangelism as hospitality, imaginative marketing, the ministry of
greeting and ushering, welcoming materials, tracking and involving
newcomers, and structuring groups for church growth.

1/13 Baptism of the Lord Sunday

Isa. 49:1-7; Ps. 40:1-11;
I Cor. 1:1-9; John 1:29-42

1/27 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Isa. 9:1-4; Ps. 27:1, 4-9;
I Cor. 1:10-18, Matt. 4:12-23

I THINK IT IS PROVIDENTIAL that we are engaged in this new
process. God is working in and through our church to reach out to others
– nonchurched, new residents, inactive, etc. God is also leading our
church into some very helpful and constructive avenues whereby we
might be more inviting and gracious to those who enter the worship
center. Let God work in each one of us through friendship evangelism.

Steering Committee Highlights
December 17, 2007
The monthly stated meeting of the TPC
Steering Committee was called to order at 6:00
PM by the moderator, the Rev. Dr. William
Morris. He led the Steering Committee in
meditation on a passage from Isaiah and
opened the meeting with prayer.
Present were Alice Roye, Dave
Crittenden, Bill Smith, John Colby, Janice
Canby, and Sherry Jones. Treasurer Dave
Jones was there as was Pat Morris, Moderator
of the Congregational Care and Fellowship
Ministry.
A called Steering Committee meeting was
held December 9 for the purpose of receiving
new members. Stan Elsey and Gina Martin
were received by profession of faith and were
baptized during the morning service. Pat
Chamberlain joined by letter of transfer.
COMMUNICATIONS
• A letter was sent to Jean Appich of the
Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church in
Richmond thanking the Endowment
Committee for a contribution of $2500
earlier this year. In a short time another
check for $2500 arrived.
• The Steering Committee approved the
request of Dail Pennell of the College of
William and Mary to use the TPC facility
on January 8, February 6, and March 3
to have a place for training teachers
who work with special populations.
• A Letter of Transfer for Pat Chamberlain
from Centerville United Methodist
Church was requested.
TREASURER’S REPORT
The Financial Report for November 2007: to
date $94,505 has been received from all
sources of revenue and $87,819 has been paid
out. The Treasurer expects to take some
money out of the Development Fund to make
the rest of the outstanding payments for the
year unless the contributions for the last 2
Sundays of December are sufficient.

Stewardship Report

There were 22 pledges for 2008 totaling
$71,000. Together with other sources of
income the anticipated income is $100,000.
This reflects not receiving $250 a month from
the Presbytery, as planned by the Steering
Committee several months ago. The asking
budget is $113,128 which is $13,128 above
projected income.
The Steering Committee reviewed and
revised the 2008 budget that had been built
from requests from the 5 Ministries. The final
adopted budget will be tallied and sent to the
congregation.
The Steering Committee approved the
use of the Development Fund for the purpose
of supplementing the 2008 budget should that
become necessary.
The Steering Committee approved a
request that the church purchase an AV
system for $2500 that would include mikes,
recorders for CD’s and a computer program
with which to make copies of the CD’s.
PASTORAL CONCERNS
Members and friends of the congregation
who are recovering from surgery and suffering
from ill health were lifted in prayer by name.
Praise was given for the increasing faith
reported by one of the newer members.
THE MAGNETIC CHURCH WORKSHOP
The following recommendations were
approved by the Steering Committee:
1. A committee consisting of Dave and Sherry
Jones, Bill and Vivian Smith, Deb Booze,
Alice Roye, Bill and Pat Morris, and John
and Ellen Hardy to lead the work in
developing a comprehensive plan for
Tappahannock Presbyterian Church to
follow for the purpose of attracting and
retaining new members. The target date to
have completed the plan is Easter.
2. To consider of a re-configuration of the
seating in the worship area that will
enhance the space for greeting people. This
was referred to the Worship and Music
Ministry.
Snow Plans: In case of inclement weather if
there is a question about church service
being held listen to WRAR 105.5 FM.

3. To improve exterior signage to include the
world “welcome” on signs and to provide
lighting on the sign. This was referred to
the Church Growth Ministry.
4. To purchase more hymnals so that there
is one for every seat. This was referred to
the Worship Ministry. The need for
people to be able to have handy the
words to the liturgical parts of the service
such as the Lord’s Prayer, Gloria Patri,
the Doxology was discussed. Also a
strategy for making it easier to follow the
scripture was discussed, and the
suggestion will go to the Worship and
Music Ministry that a bulletin insert be
prepared each week rather than having a
pew Bible in each chair. The logistics of
this will be worked out by that ministry.
MINISTRY REPORTS
Worship and Music
•
•
•
•
•

•

Kathy Hughes
Bill Morris
Christmas communion will be held
December 23.
Nine Lessons and Nine Carols will be the
service for December 30.
Baptism of the Lord and Communion will
be January 13.
Choir robes have arrived.
Home communion was served by Bill and
Pat Morris to Gordon and Nancy
Robinson and Pete and Alice Roye on
December 2.
Stan Elsey and Gina Martin joined TPC by
profession of faith and were baptized in
the December 9 worship service. Pat
Chamberlain joined by transfer of
membership. Young David Martin plans
to take the communicants’ class in the
spring.

Week of prayer
for Christian Unity
January 18 – 24

Fellowship
Pat Morris
• Pat Morris presented the Fellowship and
Congregational Care Ministry budget
request to the Steering Committee.
• The next meeting will be Wednesday,
January 16.
• The Steering Committee supports the idea
of additional pot luck suppers/ crock pot
dinners
Christian Education
•
•

Anne Sydnor
Bill Morris
The December meeting was not held due
to illness of the Moderator. The next
meeting is scheduled to be in January.
See CE article in this newsletter

Outreach and Service Janice Canby
• The local portion of the Peace-making
offering ($215) was used to purchase
Christmas gifts for 5 children in Essex
County who have a parent incarcerated
somewhere in Virginia. A gift was given to
their care-giver as well. Janice Canby,
Sherry Jones, Alice Roye, and Deb Booze
handled this. An additional $100 was
needed from the treasurer to cover the
expense.
• There was good support from the
congregation for the purchase of peanuts
from Zuni
• The Angel Tree contributions for families
from the Haven, the shelter for battered
women and children, were coordinated
and delivered by Dave and Sherry Jones.
An additional $300+ was taken from the
treasury to purchase gifts.
• The Joy Offering will be collected on
Sunday, December 23. (Note: $322 was
received that date.)
• The next meeting is January 27
Church Growth Ministry
Bill and Vivian Smith
 A January meeting is planned.
Reminder: Let Alice Roye know by
January 9 if you will be attending the
Operation Inasmuch Workshop on
January 14.

OTHER CONCERNS
• The church roll is being examined for the
end of the year Presbytery report
• Treasurer Dave Jones requested that a
review of the financial books be held during
the first part of the year. Janice Canby was
appointed Chair for this review committee
and she will ask another member of the
congregation to serve with her. They will
follow the checklist set forth by Presbytery
for such a review.
• The Steering Committee approved for the
pastor a 4% raise in salary and a 4% raise
in the continuing education line item. In
addition the mileage reimbursement will be
increased according to the recommended
allowance. A congregational meeting will
be held December 30 for the purpose of the
congregation approving the Pastor’s revised
terms of Call. Note: this change in call
was ratified by congregational vote on
December 30.

“The Magnetic Church”
Workshop
Dave and Sherry Jones, Bill and Vivian
Smith, Deb Booze, Alice Roye, Bill and Pat
Morris, and John and Ellen Hardy met
together December 7 to review the workshop
as well as some material from Welcome, the
workbook for the workshop. All Moderators
and Steering Committee members will be
given a copy of this book in addition to those
who attended the workshop. The committee
will meet again at the end of January to
determine action on the approved
recommendations. The next meeting of the
MCW committee will be Friday, January 18 at
2:00 PM at the Worship Center.

Christian Education Ministry Plans
Lenten Study
The Christian Education committee will be
choosing an Adult Study for the Lenten
season. Any suggestions? The study will be
after our fellowship time on Sundays.
In our January/February issue of
Presbyterians Today will be a pull out booklet
of devotionals for the Lenten season for your
use at home.
Lent is early this year. Ash Wednesday is
February 6, 2008 and Easter Sunday is
March 23.
Anne Sydnor, Moderator

In Appreciation
With words and applause the Steering
Committee showed appreciation and
thankfulness for the loyal and gifted volunteer
staff at Tappahannock Church. Their sacrifice
of time; their use of their talents; their wealth of
experience; their love for Christ and his church
is greatly demonstrated and widely appreciated
by everyone in the congregation, especially by
the Steering Committee and the pastor, Bill
Morris.
Our genuine and heart-felt thanks to
• Alice Roye, Clerk of the Steering Committee
and Newsletter editor
• Kathy Hughes, director of Music and
Ministry Group Moderator
• David Jones, Church Treasurer
• Pat Morris, Administrative Assistant and
ministry Group Moderator

Epiphany Celebrated
The word epiphany means a sudden
understanding of the meaning of something. It
is used in the church to mean celebrating the
manifestation, or realization, of the divine
nature of Jesus. In the Nativity story this is
represented by the visit to Mary from the Magi.
They are also called the Three Kings or the
Three Wise Men.
Epiphany is celebrated on the 12th day
of (after) Christmas which is January 6.
Epiphany will be celebrated In our worship
service on January 6 with John Hardy, Em
Hughes, and John Colby reading the parts of
the three Magi in a dramatic reading entitled,
"The Return of the Magi." by L. Elmo
Sneadaker. Hymns about the star and the
Wise Men will also help us celebrate. Invite
neighbors and friends to worship at TPC.

Dates to Remember
TPC will be used by a William and Mary University
class on January 8, February 6, March 3.
Epiphany- January 6
Worship and Music Ministry meet - January 6
Baptism of our Lord- January 13
“Operation Inasmuch” Workshop- January 14
Fellowship and Congregational Care Ministry
meet-January 16
Week of prayer for Christian Unity- January 18-24
Outreach and Service Ministry meet- January 27
Souper Sunday- February 3

Lay Readers
January and February

January

6

Jill Robertson

February

3

Em Hughes

13

Dave Crittenden

10

Vivian Smith

20

Frances Garrett

17

Gordon Keller

27

John Colby

24

Anne Sydnor

Happy
Birthday!
And Speaking of Birthdays…

Betty Geddes
Kathy Hughes

Nov. 2
17

Ellen Hardy
Herb Sebren
Chuck Dyer
Mary Alice Keller

Dec. 4
9
12
29

Cindy Glass
Johnny Frischkorn
Alice Roye

Jan. 1
3
29

The first worship service of the
Tappahannock Presbyterian Chapel was
scheduled for January 7 but it was snowed out.
The first service was scheduled a second time
for January 14 but it too was snowed out.
Finally on January 21,1996 the Chapel held its
first worship service at the 7th-day Adventist
Church in Tappahannock.
The Rev. Robert McBath accepted the
call for this new church development even
though his wife Dora and he had retired and
settled in a retirement home in Atlanta. Robert
was most upset when the service was
cancelled. “I’ve never missed a service
because of weather,” he proclaimed, and he
was quite willing to cross the bridge and come
from Sharps to hold the service. He and the
rest of the congregation which numbered
around 40 breathed a sigh of relief when the
weather broke and we were able to proceed
with our plans on January 21.
Congratulations, Tappahannock
Chapel, on this 11th anniversary.
Alice Roye

