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Christmas               John Betjeman (1906ï1984) 

The bells of waiting Advent ring, the Tortoise stove is lit again 
And lamp-oil light across the night has caught the streaks of winter rain 
In many a stained-glass window sheen from Crimson Lake to Hookers Green. 

The holly in the windy hedge and round the Manor House the yew 
Will soon be stripped to deck the ledge, the altar, font and arch and pew, 
So that the villagers can say 'The church looks nice' on Christmas Day. 

Provincial Public Houses blaze, corporation tramcars clang, 
On lighted tenements I gaze, where paper decorations hang, 
And bunting in the red Town Hall says 'Merry Christmas to you all'. 

And London shops on Christmas Eve are strung with silver bells and flowers 
As hurrying clerks the city leave to pigeon-haunted classic towers, 
And marbled clouds go scudding by the many-steepled London sky. 

And girls in slacks remember Dad, and oafish louts remember Mum, 
And sleepless children's hearts are glad. And Christmas-morning bells say 'Come!'                      
Even to shining ones who dwell safe in the Dorchester Hotel. 

And is it true, this most tremendous tale of all,                                                                      
Seen in a stained-glass window's hue, a Baby in an ox's stall? 
The Maker of the stars and sea become a Child on earth for me ? 

And is it true? For if it is, no loving fingers tying strings 
Around those tissued fripperies, the sweet and silly Christmas things, 
Bath salts and inexpensive scent and hideous tie so kindly meant,                                
No love that in a family dwells, no caroling in frosty air, 
Nor all the steeple-shaking bells can with this single Truth compare ð 
That God was man in Palestine and lives today in Bread and Wine. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

May your         

Advent and 

Christmas          

season be             

hope-filled,           

peace-filled,                     

joy-filled,                  

and love-filled. 

For unto us a Child is 

born, Unto us a Son 

is given; And the 

government will be 

upon His shoulder. 

And His name will be 

called                                   

Wonderful Counselor,          

Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father,                                    

Prince of Peace.              
 Isaiah 9:6 (NKJV) 

      Madonna of the Magnificat, Botticelli, Sandro, 1483 

The PCUSA Christmas Joy Offering has been a 
cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. The Offer-
ing distributes gifts equally to the Assistance Program of the 
Board of Pensions and to Presbyterian-related schools and 
colleges equipping communities of color. The Assistance Pro-
gram provides critical financial support to church workers 
and their families. Presbyterian-related schools and colleges 
provide education and leadership development while nurtur-
ing racial and ethnic heritage. This has been a Presbyterian 
commitment for nearly 140 years. 

**$1.1 million in gifts from 2017 are being used to provide 
critical financial support and grants for current and retired 
Presbyterian church workers in their times of need 

**26 countries represented in the last 25 years at Presbyter-
ian Pan American School 

**98% of graduates from Menaul School go on to college 

**84% of faculty at Stillman College hold terminal degrees 

ñTomorrowò 

ñYesterday,ò most likely, was a time of events and words that at least puzzled us, 

confused us, grieved us, immobilized us, and at the most, even angered us. We are 

not alone in those feelings. ñYesterdayò also may have been a time when insight re-

garding past events and words became clear to us, a gift to us, and we sighed with 

relief and were moved to get up and go again.  We are not alone in those feelings.  

The folks in the Bible had both disturbing ñyesterdaysò and saving ñyesterdays.ò Je-

sus himself was chief among them.  

God, unbeknownst to us initially, journeys with us through all our ñyesterdays.ò God 

supports us, assures us that the worst in life cannot overcome the best in life. It is 

Godôs purpose, intention, and guarantee even if we cannot see it now. ñTomorrowò 

is also a gift bestowed upon us in this life and in the next. Peace is secured for us in 

Christ, and in time, with struggle and laughter, we will feel it so.                                      

Merry Christmas, Skip and Vicki Murdock  



*for people across the globe facing multiple losses because of the pandemic.  We are re-
minded to turn our hearts to God as we follow the safety recommendations of our leaders.                                                                                                    
*for the dismantling of racial, social and economic injustices still so present in our country. 
May everyone be treated with fairness and compassion at all times.                                                                                                           
*for those affected by natural disasters, families involved in violent events, and refugee 
families.                                                                                                                                             
*for these loved ones of our church: Diane Prevary and family at the death of her husband 
Jim Bushong; for Wendy, Janiceôs daughter, who has tested positive for COVID, and for 
Charity and Johnnie, who are healthy; Jo Love, now at the Orchard in Warsaw; the family 
of Rev. Kim Sydnor; LeighAnn and Bryce, grieving the loss of their mom, and for Ann and 
John, who have lost their daughter; for Wendel and Stacey, preparing for Staceyôs surgery 
at Mayo Clinic in MN in February; Betty Geddes, as she grieves the loss of Roland; Pat, 
who is undergoing treatment for cancer; Laura Jo, being treated for health issues; John 
Moody, now at home; Dave Canby, recovering at home; Virginia, recovering at home; 4 
year old Brady and his family (which includes Robbie and Dave); 13 year old Luke and his 
family and friends, including Susan and Virginia; Ellen and John; Pat, Phyllis and Laura Jo; 
Bob Stanford (Robbieôs dad); Betty and Tom; Joey Burrough; Jill and Hunter; Cindy and 
Ron and Cindy's mom; Rebecca and her family.  

January 

Cindy Glass  1 

Johnny Frischkorn  1 

Madison Lam  2 

David Tavenner  12 

Tyler Sanders  18 

Wendel Gouldman   19 

Sydney Lam  22 

              December Announcements 

*TPC is again participating in the Christmas Mother 

2020  program by sponsoring six children. The gifts must 

be brought to the church fellowship hall by Sunday, De-

cember 6. Please call Sherry Jones at 804-690-6846 

with any questions.  

*Our Tuesday Bible study group will begin its Advent study on Tuesday, 

Dec. 1 through Tues, Dec. 22 at 1 pm. by Zoom. Join us whenever you 

can; just let Vicki know to invite you! 

*Sunday, Dec. 20 is Christmas Sunday. We will celebrate the Lordôs 

Supper on that day. 

*Thursday, Dec. 24, Christmas Eve at 4 pm, we will celebrate the coming 

of the Christ child with our drive-in radio service of carols, prayer, and a 

message, and end with our traditional candle-lighting and the singing of Si-

lent Night in front of the church (weather allowing!). 

*Operation Inasmuch (our    

April day happening over time this 

year!!) donations are being deliv-

ered. Good work is ongoing!  OIAM 

2021 is being plannedéin a new 

way.  ñBehold I am making all 

things new.ò 

                              

            
 
      Chrismons      Installation         Ordination 

December 

Skip Murdock  

6 

Herb Sebren  

9 

   Please pray: 

We remember our beloved Mandy. She was a daughter,  a 

mother, a friend, a teacher, a church worker/servant, a 

businesswoman, a child of God. She was a gift to us at TPC 

as soon as we met her, beginning her work at the church in 

2018.  Mandy exemplified Paulôs command: ñLet all that 

you do be done in love.ò (1 Corinthians 16:14) 

 


